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Summary of And then there were None by Agatha Christie
The novel And then there were none is a mystery text that depicts the death of ten people in a mysterious way. The novel examines the concept of justice but tends to be mysterious in the way the ten people die. Even though the story is about justice, the author, Christie, bends the plot by making the victims of the murders become those who committed murder before. As such, it is possible to argue that, through the theme of death, the ten murders that Christie depicts in her novel And there were none are symbolic representation of justice as Judge Wargrave becomes the detective, jury, and execution by pocking the guilty and punishing them. 
Christie’s theme of death is successfully depicted in the foreshadowing technique. Christie’s protagonist, Wargrave, is concerned with justice which he ends up setting traps for the guests to fall into. No one is aware of the awaiting predicament. Even though they find courage and bravery to come to the island with the invitation, Christie’s foreshadows the theme of death from the evening that the guests arrive. The phonograph recording that played foreshadowed the death that will befall the guests, even though it is ironic that they don’t realize that the content of the recording is about them. Christie depicts a story about a judge who takes the role of the detectives (investigator), judge or jury, and execution of those he considered guilty. As an investigator or detective, Wargrave sets everything before faking his death to enable him orchestrates the murders. As jury and judge, Wargrave ensured that the guests arrived as he planned and were welcomed by two attendants, Thomas and Ethel Rogers. However, the phonograph that plays in the evening after supper is a symbolic representation of the judgment passed to these people because it highlights the crime of each guest. As Mr. Blore says, “The day of judgment is very close at hand” (Christie 15). This was a premonition or foreshadowing of what was to happen as each guest is judged according to his or her crime.
Christie also depicts the theme of death from internal conflict, from the idea that justice always wins. Wargrave is becoming addicted to justice (informed by the fact that he was a judge). The fact that he is dying and does not feel like he has accomplished a lot informs his decision to murder the guests, which according to him, have committed grave crimes. Christie depicts Wargrave’s internal conflict by justifying the murders of the eight guests and two caretakers of the island. Christie’s justification for justice Wargrave’s actions is unclear because the judge seeks to achieve justice for the victims of the guests, but uses a flawed method, which involves subjecting them to execution without trial. The novel further depicts Wargrave as the execution as he meticulously kills all the eight guests as a way to punish them without them knowing. They rule the first murders as suicidal. Blores says that he “shouldn’t have said Mr. Marston was a suicidal type of gentleman” (Christie 234). After trying unsuccessfully to determine the killer, Vera tries to compare the guests with the animals caged in a zoo. She says that “don’t you see? We’re the zoo” (Christie 330). Even though some of them like Vera who hangs herself, but the experiences that lead to her suicide was orchestrated by Wargrave. Wargrave puts each of the guests in a situation that they begin to suspect their colleagues before contributing, unknowingly, to the death of others. Wargrave sought to take away the power of his victims by making them feel helpless. 
Christie’s text further paints a picture of the external conflict, which also helps to depict the theme of death. Christie’s protagonist, Justice Wargrave, is a symbolic representation of the external conflict of the society as it tries to deal with the unsolved cases and injustices. Justice Wargrave points out the weaknesses of the justice system that lets perpetrators of crime (represented by the eight guests) walk free. Even though his method presents moral and ethical questions, Wargrave’s actions are a symbolic representation of the margin that exists in criminal justice.
Christie’s mystery is set by the atmosphere that the characters live through, which brings out the dramatic irony. The characters are unaware of their predicament even though the audience understands who is behind the killings. The narrator narrates that “they felt now like people just awakening from a nightmare” (Christie 327). Christie sets a mysterious atmosphere that changes drastically overnight, which represents the danger. The narrator narrates that “there was danger, yes, but it was danger in daylight” (Christier 317). The characters are made to live through the nightmare of wondering who may be the killer killing them one-by-one. From the title of the text, everyone is killed until there were none remaining. 
In conclusion, Christie’s mysterious novel And there were none, depicts an island that does not seem to be dangerous at first but later proves to be the zoo that keeps all the animals (eight guests and caretakers) within as they begin to be murdered one-by-one. Even though they remain unaware of what has befallen them, Christie’s mysterious atmosphere as the eight guests and the caretakers of the island are murdered or exposed to suicide by the symbolic detective, judge, and execution, Wargrave. 
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